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Bringing their expertise to the table
The Ontario physicians who keep self-regulation healthy

Last year, hundreds of physicians across the province participated in the regulation of the
profession of medicine by providing expert opinion, developing policy, acting as
investigators or assessing peers.

In these pages, you will see the names of more than 800 physicians who gave of their time –
in fact, more than 25,000 hours in 2007 – to ensure that regulation of the profession by the
profession continues to be the best model of medical regulation in Ontario.

“I’d like to take this opportunity to thank those physicians who so generously took time away
from their busy practices to actively contribute to self-regulation,” said Dr. Rocco Gerace,
College Registrar.

“By bringing their clinical expertise and commitment to medical professionalism to the table –
their sense of what is practical, reasonable and in the best interests of patients – they are ensuring
that regulation of the profession by its own members remains the very best way to ensure that
patients in Ontario receive the best possible health care,” he said.

Dr. Bernie Langer is one of 800
physicians who participated in
the activities of self-regulation
last year.
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We’d like to thank:

“

“

I would encourage any physician to get
involved with College business. It is so
different from what we see and do on a daily
basis that it challenges you to broaden your
way of thinking and enriches you in areas
that you never considered possible.

Dr. Paul Ziter, General Practice,
Discipline Committee Member

Physicians involved in self-regulation are able to help other
physicians and even other-health care providers in collegial
activities so that the best possible medicine is provided to our
patients and our communities.

Dr. Thea Weisdorf, Family Medicine,
Methadone Committee Member

“The major misconception about
medical regulation is that it is puni-
tive. In the large majority of cases,
[assessment] becomes a bilateral
educational experience.

Dr. Lutz Forkert, Respirology,
Assessor, Independent Health Facilities
Program
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HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE IN SELF-REGULATION?
• Run for Council
• Vote in Council elections
• Take an interest in who you elect for Council
• Participate on College committees
• Perform case reviews, assessments
• Become a Peer Assessor
• Provide input into policies

“

“

Young physicians are the future of our
profession, and their input into self
regulation is extremely important...
they can introduce new ideas, and
keep the process refreshed.

Dr. Stephen White, Family Medicine,
Complaints Committee Member

I believe that peer assessment is a very reasonable
and educational process that has resulted in a
dramatic improvement in the quality of outpatient
diagnostic imaging services in Ontario.

Dr. Colin McIver, Diagnostic Radiology,
Assessor, Independent Health Facilities Program

“The goals and principles of the QA
Committee has reassured me, as a
front-line physician, that our medical
profession is committed to delivering
the best possible care to our patients.

Dr. Patrick Safieh, Family Medicine,
Quality Assurance Committee
Member
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“Our primary mandate is to protect
the public, but many times that
means advising or warning the
physician about areas needing
improvement rather than removing
the physician from practice (which
I think is what we all fear when we
receive a complaint). Even in the
case of serious clinical concerns,
every effort is made to remediate
the physician, providing the public is
protected during the process.

Dr. Carol Leet, Pediatrics
Complaints Committee Co-chair

“I am amazed at the due diligence taken on the part of
public members to ensure they understand medical terms,
procedures, protocol and acceptable standards, before
coming to a decision. Likewise, our medical colleagues get
a perspective from the public which is also extremely
valuable in these cases.

Dr. Paul Ziter, General Practice
Discipline Committee Member

“The IHF program is needed to ensure a
certain standard of excellence is
maintained ... The only suitable body to
administer such a program would be one
with physician input and representation
which is provided by the College.

Dr. Raymond Gottschalk, Internal Medicine,
Assessor, Independent Health Facilities
Program
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“

“

The main misconception about medical regulation is that it is
a membership of out-of-touch individuals making decisions
for the greater profession. In fact, that is not the case. The
CPSO is made up of front-line physicians who face the same
challenges all physicians do in their practice.

Dr. Patrick Safieh, Family Medicine,
Quality Assurance Committee Member

My involvement with the Discipline Committee has served
to remind me of the tremendous responsibility we have in
maintaining trust with our patients. The obligation to uphold
the fiduciary nature of our relationship with our patients
and the absolute need to maintain our skills and integrity
goes hand-in-hand with the privilege we have in entering
into patients’ lives.

Dr. Tracey Moriarity, Family Medicine,
Discipline Committee Member
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“I think that most physicians are happy not to be regulated either
directly by government or by health insurance companies. I also
believe that most recognize that the public – through
government – requires regulation and that self-regulation of the
profession by physicians themselves is the best way to go as
long as we can show that we are doing it well and acting in the
public interest.

Dr. Bernie Langer, General Surgery,
Opinion Provider/Assessor

“

“

Participation in self-regulation allows physicians to feel a
part of the ever-changing climate of medical practice,
whether it be standard of care, scope of practice, policy,
regulation.

Dr. Thea Weisdorf, Family Medicine,
Methadone Committee Member

After being on several panels and
hearing many cases, I have come to
learn that the people on the Discipline
Committee, both doctors and public
representatives, are extremely fair.
They take their responsibility to protect
the public seriously while ensuring
that the member is treated appropri-
ately to the letter of the law.

This is in everyone’s best interest.

Dr. Paul Ziter, General Practice
Discipline Committee Member
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“We do not do this work alone, and on the Complaints
Committee we have members of the public on every
panel. I have worked with many extremely intelligent,
well-informed members of the public who have provided
very helpful and practical analysis and insight. At the
same time, the physician members provide their clinical
expertise and intimate knowledge of how the health-care
system functions at the level of the provider.

Dr. Carol Leet, Pediatrics
Complaints Committee Co-chair

“If we don’t use self-regulation properly, we will
lose it. I want to be involved rather than watch
the show from the sidelines.

Dr. Anil Joseph, Psychiatry,
Quality Assurance Committee Member

“I chose to get involved with self-reg-
ulation to defend this privilege and
to contribute to my profession. It
adds a new dimension and a new
challenge to my life as a physician.

Dr. Tracey Moriarity, Family Medicine,
Discipline Committee Member
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“The reality is that if self-regulation were
left to facilities, standards would not be
uniformly applied, quality assurance would
be unpredictable and accountability would
not be transparent to peers.

Dr. Lutz Forkert, Respirology,
Assessor, Independent Health Facilities
Program

“I enjoy the task of reviewing cases because it provides in-
sights as to how multiple factors often combine to make
things go wrong.

Dr. Bernie Langer, General Surgery,
Opinion Provider/Assessor


