
Proposed Regulatory Amendments to Regulate Physician Assistants 
Draft Regulation Amendments 
 

1 
 

 

 

Enabling Mechanism (Delegation) – General Regulation Amendments 

NOTE: The following new sections will need to be added in order to set out the enabling 
mechanism for PAs.  

O. Reg. 114/94: General.  Made under the Medicine Act, 1991. 

PART XII 

Physician Assistants 

52. (1) A member who is a physician assistant shall only perform an act under the 
authority of section 4 if the performance of the act has been delegated to the member 
who is a physician assistant by a member who is a physician. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), a member who is a physician shall not delegate to a member 
who is a physician assistant the authorized act of treating, by means of psychotherapy 
technique delivered through a therapeutic relationship, an individual’s serious disorder 
of thought, cognition, mood, emotional regulation, perception or memory that may 
seriously impair the individual’s judgment, insight, behaviour, communication or social 
functioning. 

(3) A member who is a physician assistant shall not delegate the performance of an act 
that has been delegated to them. 

(4) A member who is a physician shall ensure, before delegating an authorized act to a 
member who is a physician assistant, that, 

(a) The member who is a physician has the knowledge, skill and judgment to 
perform the authorized act safely and competently themselves; and 

(b) The member who is a physician is satisfied, after taking reasonable steps, that 
the member who is a physician assistant has the knowledge, skill and judgment 
to perform the act safely and competently. 

(5) A member who is a physician assistant is entitled to presume that a member who is 
a physician is permitted to delegate an authorized act to them, unless the member who 
is a physician assistant has reasonable grounds to believe otherwise.  

(6) A member who is a physician assistant shall only perform an authorized act 
delegated to them by a member who is a physician if, before performing the authorized 
act, the member who is a physician assistant ensures that they have the knowledge, 
skill and judgement to perform the authorized act safely and competently.  
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Registration Regulation Amendments 

NOTE: The existing general requirements under this regulation will apply to both 
physician and PA members of CPSO. Two new sections (see below) will need to be 
added in order to set out entry-to-practice requirements for PAs and create an 
emergency class of registration for PAs. 
  
O. Reg 865/93: Registration.  Made under the Medicine Act, 1991.  

Physician Assistant - General 

9.1 The standards and qualifications for a certificate of registration authorizing practice 
as a physician assistant are as follows: 

(1) The applicant must have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree evidencing 
the successful completion of a program designed to educate and train 
persons to be practising physician assistants which was: 

a. accredited by the Canadian Medical Association or Accreditation 
Canada at the time the applicant graduated; 

b. accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for 
the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) at the time the applicant graduated;  

c. another accrediting body as approved by Council; or 

d. another program as approved by Council; and 

(2) The applicant must hold certification as a physician assistant as follows: 

a. Canadian Certified Physician Assistant (CCPA) certification by the 
Physician Assistant Certification Council of Canada (PACCC);  

b. Physician Assistant-Certified (PA-C) by the National Commission on 
Certification of Physician Assistants NCCPA (US); or 

c. another certification as approved by Council. 

9.2 (1) Where section 22.18 of the Health Professions Procedural Code applies to an 
applicant for a certificate of registration authorizing practice as a physician assistant, 
the applicant is deemed to have met the requirements of subsection 9.1. 

(2) Where an applicant to whom subsection (1) applies is unable to satisfy the Registrar 
or a panel of the Registration Committee that the applicant practised the profession of 
medicine to the extent that would be permitted by a certificate of registration 
authorizing practice as a physician assistant at any time in the three years immediately 
preceding the date of that applicant’s application, the applicant must meet any further 
requirement to undertake, obtain or undergo material additional training, experience, 
examinations or assessments that may be specified by a panel of the Registration 
Committee.  
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(3) Despite subsection (1), an applicant is not deemed to have met a requirement if that 
requirement is described in subsection 22.18 (3) of the Health Professions Procedural 
Code. 

Transition 

9.3 The following apply for the first 24 months after the day this Regulation comes into 
force, 

Paragraph (1) of subsection 9.1. does not apply in respect of an application for a 
certificate of registration authorizing practice as a physician assistant where: 

(a) the applicant successfully completed the Canadian Armed Forces Health 
Training Centre Physician Assistant Program or the Ontario Physician 
Assistant Integration Program by the Centre for the Evaluation of Health 
Professionals Educated Abroad; and 

(b) the applicant is able to satisfy the Registrar or a panel of the Registration 
Committee that the applicant engaged in practice in Canada within the scope 
of a physician assistant during the two-year period that immediately preceded 
the date that the applicant submitted their application.  

 
Physician Assistants - Emergency Circumstances Practice 

9.4 (1) The standards and qualifications for a certificate of registration authorizing 
practice in emergency circumstances for physician assistants are as follows:  

1. The Minister has requested the College to initiate registrations under this class 
based on the Minister’s opinion that emergency circumstances call for it, or 
Council has determined that there are emergency circumstances, and that it is in 
the public interest that the College issue emergency certificates of registration 
for physician assistants to address the emergency circumstances. 

2. The applicant must have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree evidencing the 
successful completion of a program designed to educate and train persons to be 
practising physician assistants which was: 

(a) accredited by the Canadian Medical Association or Accreditation 
Canada at the time the applicant graduated; 

(b) accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education 
for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) at the time the applicant 
graduated;  

(c) accredited by another accrediting body as approved by Council; or  

(d) a program as approved by Council. 
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3. The applicant must have any other standard or qualification that Council has 
identified as necessary in order for emergency certificates of registration for 
physician assistants to assist in addressing the determined emergency 
circumstances.  

(2)  The requirements of paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 of subsection (1) are non-exemptible. 

(3)  It is a term, condition and limitation of a certificate of registration authorizing 
practice in emergency circumstances for physician assistants that: 

1. The certificate expires the earlier of the following:  

(a) one year from the date the certificate was issued or renewed; or  

(b) the 90th day after Council declares that the emergency circumstances 
have ended; and 

2. The holder must adhere to any other terms, conditions and limitations that 
Council has identified as necessary in order for holders of emergency certificates 
of registration for physician assistants to assist in addressing the determined 
emergency circumstances.  

(4) The Registrar may renew a certificate of registration authorizing practice in 
emergency circumstances for one or more periods, each of which is not to exceed one 
year, if Council has not declared that the emergency circumstances have ended. 
 
9.5 (1) An applicant who in the year immediately preceding their application for a 
certificate of registration authorizing practice as a physician assistant, has held a 
certificate of registration issued by the College authorizing practice in emergency 
circumstances for physician assistants, is exempt from the standards and 
qualifications required under clause 2(2)(c), only in respect of payment of the relevant 
application fee but not in respect of payment of the annual membership fee. 
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Quality Assurance (CPD) – General Regulation Amendments 
 

NOTE: Amendments are required to s. 29 to distinguish the CPD program for 
physicians. A new s. 29.1 sets out the CPD requirements for PAs.  
  
O. Reg. 114/94: General.  Made under the Medicine Act, 1991.  
 
Part VII, ss. 26-29 – Quality Assurance and CPD   
 

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SELF-ASSESSMENT  
 

29. (1) Members who are physicians shall participate in a program of 
continuing professional development that includes a self-assessment component and 
that meets the requirements for continuing professional development set by the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada or the College of Family Physicians of 
Canada.  O. Reg. 346/11, s. 1.   

(2) As evidence of a member who is a physician’s participation in a program of 
continuing professional development, members who are physicians shall, each year, 
provide to the College,   

(a) in the case of a program of continuing professional development offered 
by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada or by the 
College of Family Physicians of Canada, proof of the member’s 
participation that is satisfactory to the Committee; or   

(b) in the case of a program of continuing professional development offered 
by an organization other than the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada or the College of Family Physicians of Canada that 
has been approved by the Council for that purpose, written confirmation, 
satisfactory to the Committee, that the member has completed a program 
of continuing professional development that meets the requirements for 
continuing professional development set by the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada or the College of Family Physicians of 
Canada.  O. Reg. 346/11, s. 1.   

(3) A member who is a physician shall maintain a record of his or her participation in a 
program of continuing professional development in the form and manner approved by 
the Committee and shall retain the record for a minimum of 10 years from the date of 
his or her participation in the program.  O. Reg. 346/11, s. 1.   

(4) At the request of the Committee, an assessor or an employee of the College, a 
member who is a physician shall submit his or her record of participation in a program 
of continuing professional development to the College within the time period specified 
in the request or, if no time period is specified, within 30 days of the request.  O. Reg. 
346/11, s. 1.   
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29.1 (1) Members who are physician assistants shall participate in a program of 
continuing professional development that meets the requirements for continuing 
professional development set by the certifying body of the member. 

(2) As evidence of a member who is a physician assistant’s participation in a program 
of continuing professional development, members who are physician assistants shall, 
each year, provide to the College proof of the member’s participation that is satisfactory 
to the Committee. 

(3) A member who is a physician assistant shall maintain a record of his or her 
participation in a program of continuing professional development in the form and 
manner approved by the Committee and shall retain the record for a minimum of 10 
years from the date of his or her participation in the program. 

(4) At the request of the Committee, an assessor or an employee of the College, a 
member who is a physician assistant shall submit his or her record of participation in a 
program of continuing professional development to the College within the time 
period specified in the request or, if no time period is specified, within 30 days of the 
request. 
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Professional Misconduct Regulation Amendments 

NOTE: The following amendment is required in order to capture PAs within this heading 
of professional misconduct. 

O. Reg 856/93: Professional Misconduct.  Made under the Medicine Act, 1991. 

1. (1) The following are acts of professional misconduct for the purposes of clause 51 
(1) (c) of the Health Professions Procedural Code: 

… 

34. Conduct unbecoming a physician or physician assistant. 

 

 


