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Obligations regarding potential conflicts of interest
Dialogue, July 2006

The Physician Advisory Service receives several calls from physicians with respect to
their obligations regarding potential conflicts of interests. The Conflict of Interest
Regulations made under the Medicine Act stipulate the following:

17. (1) It is a conflict of interest for a member to order a diagnostic or therapeutic
service to be performed by a facility in which the member or a member of his or her
family has a proprietary interest unless,

(a) the fact of the proprietary interest is disclosed to the patient before a service is
performed; or

(b) the facility is owned by a corporation the shares of which are publicly traded through
a stock exchange and the corporation is not wholly, substantially or actually owned or
controlled by the member, a member of his or her family, or a combination of them.

(2) A member who or whose family has a proprietary interest in a facility where
diagnostic or therapeutic services are performed shall inform the College of the details
of the interest.

If a physician or a member of her/his family has a proprietary interest in a diagnostic or
therapeutic service, the physician is required to do the following:

¢ Notify the College in writing of the details of the proprietary interest;

¢ Disclose the fact of the proprietary interest to patients prior to the service being
performed,;

e Ensure that the patient understands that she/he may seek the service at any
diagnostic or therapeutic facility.

The College has a Conflict of Interest declaration form for physicians who must notify
the College of any proprietary interest in a therapeutic or diagnostic facility. To obtain
this form, or for any additional information on conflicts of interest, please contact the
Physician Advisory Service number below.

The form will also soon be available on our website at www.cpso.on.ca.



